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SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2020–21)
English – Language and Literature

Time allowed: 3 Hours Maximum Marks: 80

General Instructions:

 1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
 2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.  
  Read these instructions very carefully and follow them. 
 3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

  Part A (40 Marks) 

  READING (20 marks)

 1. Read the passage given below.

 1. Reality television is a genre of television programming which, it is claimed, 
presents unscripted dramatic or humorous situations, documents actual 
events, and features ordinary people rather than professional actors. It 
could be described as a form of artificial or ‘heightened’ documentary. 
Although the genre has existed in some form or another since the early 
years of television, the current explosion of popularity dates from around 
2000. 

 2. Reality television covers a wide range of television programming formats, 
from game or quiz shows which resemble the frantic, often demeaning 
programmes, produced in Japan in the 1980s and 1990s (a modern example 
is Gaki no Tsukai), to surveillance-or voyeurism-focused productions such 
as Big Brother.

 3. Critics say that the term ‘reality television’ is somewhat of a misnomer and 
that such shows frequently portray a modified and highly influenced form 
of reality, with participants put in exotic locations or abnormal situations, 
sometimes coached to act in certain ways by off-screen handlers, and with 
events on screen manipulated through editing and other post-production 
techniques.
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 4. Part of reality television’s appeal is due to its ability to place ordinary 
people in extraordinary situations. Reality television also has the potential 
to turn its participants into national celebrities, outwardly in talent and 
performance programmes such as Pop Idol, though frequently Survivor and 
Big Brother participants also reach some degree of fame.

 5. Some commentators have said that the name ‘reality television’ is an 
inaccurate description for several styles of programme included in the genre. 
In competition-based programmes such as Big Brother and Survivor, and 
other special-living-environment shows like The Real World, the producers 
design the format of the show and control the day-to-day activities and 
the environment, creating a completely fabricated world in which the 
competition plays out. Producers specifically select the participants, and use 
carefully designed scenarios, challenges, events and settings to encourage 
particular behaviour and conflicts. 

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN 
questions from the twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. The word in Para 1 that means the same as ‘a category of literary or artistic 
work’ is 

 a. document.  b. unscripted.
 c. genre.  d. artificial. 

 ii. In Para 3, a word that means the same as ‘unsuitable name for a thing’ is 
 a. misnomer.  b. modified. 
 c. abnormal.  d. manipulated. 

 iii. The phrase ‘capability or power to do something’ means the same as 
 in Para 4. 

 a. extraordinary  b. potential 
 c. remarkable  d. ability 

 iv. The phrase ‘created by imagination’ means the same as  
in Para 5.

 a. fabricated  b. reality 
 c. fantasy d. designed 

 v. Reality television is far away from reality because
 a. it is an artificial form of realism that is modified or influenced. 
 b. outcomes are often predetermined. 
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 c. participants can be coached to play a certain part.
 d. All of the above

 vi. Reality television is not considered healthy entertainment because
 a. it can indulge in voyeurism and invade into people’s private space. 
 b. it has no element of art in it.
 c. fabricated scenarios can put participants under stress to perform. 
 d. Options a. and c. 

 vii. Why do you think reality television has great appeal?
 a. It gives us a glimpse of the lives of common people. 
 b. It is the most constructive way to pass our time. 
 c. It can place ordinary people in extraordinary situations. 
 d. It shows situations of conflict.

 viii. In what ways can a reality show be influenced?
 a. Participants can be asked to behave in a certain way.
 b. The recording of the show can be edited later on.
 c. Situations can be artificially created.
 d. All of the above

 ix. Why is a reality show considered an ‘artificial’ documentary?
 a. It documents unscripted events. 
 b. There is no role of professional actors. 
 c. Although it is not totally realistic, it is not entirely scripted either. 
 d. It features only dramatic or humorous situations.

 x. According to the author, what is wrong with competition-based programmes? 
 a. They are a misrepresentation of the actual abilities of participants. 
 b. They are fabricated to create sensationalism.
 c. They predesign the format, scenarios and challenges to achieve desired 

outcomes.
 d. All of the above

 xi. Which of the following statements is not true?
 a. Reality television and documentaries belong to the same genre. 
 b. In a competition-based programme, participants are carefully selected. 
 c. Reality shows can make participants act in a certain way.
 d. Post-production techniques can alter the ‘reality’ of reality shows.
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 xii. Which of the following statements is true?
 a. Gaki no Tsukai was a popular Japanese programme in the 1980s and 

1990s.
 b. In reality shows, participants can become celebrities.
 c. The popularity of reality television shows declined after the year 2000.
 d. None of the above

 2. Read the passage given below.

 1. The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 
(CMS) is an environmental treaty under the aegis of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP). A conference of the parties to the 
convention was hosted by Gujarat in 2020. A report released during the event 
demonstrates how valuable birds are as indicators of all-round degradation 
in the environment. For example, sparrows have been recognised as an 
indicator of environmental health and urban biodiversity.  

Bird Killers
Causes of bird extinction

Invasive species

Exploitation

Habitat loss/degradation

Unknown

Natural disasters

Persecution

Change in nature-species dynamics

Others

0 20 40 60

Number of species becoming extinct

 2. Interestingly, an earlier analysis of the sparrow population showed the 
alarming decline in the numbers of the humble house sparrow (Passer 
domesticus), especially since the late 1990s. It is disturbing to note that a 
species that is so close to one’s heart and which has dominated our life 
and culture for years – the common feisty, cheerful, perky avian visitor to 
every garden – is disappearing the world over, especially from the urban 
landscape and rural areas where the use of pesticides is high.   
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FADING SONGS
OF A SPARROW

w Declared Delhi’s state bird in 2012, its 
numbers have dwindled over time

w It is known to nest in buildings, 
crevices and holes in walls. It can also 
nest inside houses and man-made 
nest boxes

w Its presence in the  
capital is now limited to the  
outskirts

REASONS FOR DECLINE IN NUMBERS

w Increase in the number of radiation 
towers

w Reduced green spaces in urban areas

w Increasing number of blue-rock  
pigeons

w Changing architecture of houses

VITAL STATS
Height
16 cm

--------------
Length
21 cm

--------------
Weight
25–40 g

 3. The main reason for the decline of sparrow population is loss of habitat 
due to rapid urbanization. Changes in housing styles, such as bungalows 
to high rises made of concrete and glass, radiation from mobile towers, 
high levels of pollution and diminishing green cover are seen as the main 
reasons for the disappearance of sparrows.  

 4. Another major reason is the threat by invasive pigeons. With greater survival 
instincts and reproductive rates, they have pushed the sparrows out of the 
competition for diminished resources. Hence, saving sparrows has become 
a matter of urgency.

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, attempt ANY TEN 
questions from the twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. The report is important because it indicates
 a. the migration of birds to other countries.
 b. the United Nations is interested in preserving Indian wildlife.
 c. how important birds are for the preservation of the environment.
 d. that the environment of countries is getting degraded.

 ii. Regarding the sparrows in Delhi, which of the following is not a correct 
statement?

 a. Sparrows are found mostly in the outskirts of the city now.
 b. Their numbers are threatened by blue-rock pigeons.
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 c. The sparrow was declared Delhi’s state bird in 2011.
 d. It is a small bird, typically weighing between 25-40 grams.

 iii. The graph indicates that
 a. ‘survival of the fittest’ is prevalent in nature.
 b. floods and fires do not affect the population of birds.
 c. ‘Unknown’ and ‘Others’ combined causes the same amount of loss as 

‘Habitat loss/degradation’.
 d. human beings are not the cause of bird extinction.

 iv. A study of the graph shows that 
 a. the change in ecological dynamics is a major factor for the decline in 

bird populations.
 b. almost 50% of bird species worldwide are now extinct.
 c. all causes of bird extinction are known. 
 d. the number of species lost to exploitation and degradation is almost 

the same.

 v. The alarming decline in the numbers of sparrows has been noted for almost
 a. 10 years. b. 20 years.
 c. 30 years. d. 40 years.

 vi. If ‘feisty, cheerful, perky’ were to be replaced by one word, it would be
 a. daring. b. sprightly.
 c. happy. d. bold.

 vii. The population of sparrows is seen to be lessening in some rural areas 
because of

 a. less cultivation of food crops.
 b. farm animals that keep them away.
 c. use of pesticides.
 d. the greater population of pigeons in these areas.

 viii. Rapid urbanisation has led to
 a. a decline in the population of all birds.
 b. construction of more bungalows.
 c. destruction of green spaces.
 d. increase in nesting places.
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 ix. Which of these is not a factor for the diminishing sparrow population in 
urban areas?

 a. Use of pesticides  b. Growing population of pigeons
 c. Mobile towers d. Pollution

 x. The sparrow is Delhi’s state bird. This means that
 a. it has to be protected in the state only.
 b. it is the emblem of the state.
 c. maximum sparrows are found in Delhi.
 d. it is being bred in Delhi to increase their numbers.

 xi. We can say that the population of sparrows in Delhi is
 a. extinct. b. increasing.
 c. stable. d. diminishing.

 xii. Which of these options is not true? Pigeons have pushed out the sparrows 
because pigeons

 a. are preferred by people. b. are aggressive by nature.

 c. reproduce faster. d. adapt easily.

  LITERATURE (10 marks)

 3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE, by answering the 
questions that follow. 	 (5 × 1)

 [A] Then the Second World War was over and India’s freedom was imminent. 
“Indians will build their own India,” declared Gandhiji. The whole country 
was filled with an unprecedented optimism. I asked my father for 
permission to leave Rameswaram and study at the district headquarters 
in Ramanathapuram.

  He told me as if thinking aloud, “Abul! I know you have to go away to 
grow. Does the seagull not fly across the sun, alone and without a nest?” 
He quoted Khalil Gibran to my hesitant mother, “Your children are not 
your children. They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself. 
They come through you but not from you. You may give them your love 
but not your thoughts. For they have their own thoughts.”

 i. ‘The whole country was filled with an unprecedented optimism.’ This 
sentence can also be written as
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 a. There was a wave of hopefulness that the country had not witnessed 
before.

 b. The whole country was imbued with cheerfulness.
 c. All Indians were filled with confidence about their future.
 d. There was optimism all over the country that Indians could make a 

much better India.

 ii. In light of the extract, we can say that Abdul Kalam’s father’s view of the 
situation was 

 a. lenient. b. indulgent.
 c. philosophical. d. permissive.

 iii. Abdul’s mother was hesitant about his going to study in Ramanathapuram. 
She was probably 

 a. not confident about Abdul’s academic capabilities.
 b. unsure if Abdul could live in a new place all by himself.
 c. sad as she would miss having her son around her.
 d. thinking about the educational expenses the family would have to bear.

 iv. The essence of Abdul’s father’s message to his mother was
 a. Children are born of their parents but their lives are not connected to 

them.
 b. Children are born because of Life’s evolutionary process. Parents are 

only the means of their coming into this world. 
 c. Children have a life and destiny of their own. They fulfil the purpose 

of Life and not the will of their parents.
 d. Children have their own thoughts, and they will do as they wish.

 v. Which word in extract means ‘likely to happen soon’?
 a. unprecedented b. optimism
 c. longing d. imminent

Or

 [B] Thereafter, Santosh went on an expedition every year. Her climbing skills 
matured rapidly. Also, she developed a remarkable resistance to cold and 
the altitude. Equipped with an iron will, physical endurance and an amazing 
mental toughness, she proved herself repeatedly. The culmination of her 
hard work and sincerity came in 1992, just four years after she had shyly 
asked the Aravalli mountaineers if she could join them. At barely twenty 
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years of age, Santosh Yadav scaled Mt Everest, becoming the youngest 
woman in the world to achieve the feat. If her climbing skills, physical 
fitness, and mental strength impressed her seniors, her concern for others 
and desire to work together with them found her a special place in the 
hearts of fellow climbers.

 i. As per this extract, which of the following statements is not true about 
Santosh?

 a. Santosh was shy by nature.
 b. Santosh was mentally and physically tough.
 c. Santosh was compassionate.
 d. Santosh had team spirit.

 ii. Which mental qualities of Santosh have been listed in the given extract?
 a. Will power, sincerity, shyness, mental endurance
 b. Shyness, will power, mental strength, compassion, team spirit
 c. Shyness, mental endurance, will power, maturity, team spirit
 d. Will power, mental endurance, sincerity, compassion, team spirit

 iii. Choose the option that marks the stages in Santosh’s life correctly.

1. Santosh scaled  
 Mt Everest

2. Santosh asks the 
Aravalli mountaineers 
if she could join them. 

5. Santosh was 
appreciated by peers 
and seniors alike. 

3. Santosh went on 
an expedition 
every year.

4. Santosh’s climbing 
skills matured 
rapidly.

 a. 1, 2, 5, 4, 3 b. 2, 3, 5, 1, 4
 c. 2, 3, 1, 5, 4 d. 4, 5, 1, 2, 3

 iv. The word ‘culmination’ is not similar to which of the words given below?
 a. completion b. summit
 c. peak d. zenith

 v. What did Santosh do that proves that she had concern for others?
 a. She shared her oxygen with fellow climber Mohan Singh.
 b. She brought down 500 kilograms of garbage from the Himalayas. 
 c. Only Option a.
 d. Both Options a. and b.
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 4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE, by answering the 
questions	that	follow.	 (5 × 1)

 [A] Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
  And sorry I could not travel both 
  And be one traveller, long I stood 
  And looked down one as far as I could 
  To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

  Then took the other, just as fair, 
  And having perhaps the better claim, 
  Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
  Though as for that the passing there 
  Had worn them really about the same.

 i. What do you think the phrase ‘yellow wood’ suggests here?
 a. Yellow trees
 b. A wood in autumn foliage, flush with the golden rays of the morning 

sun
 c. The dry yellow leaves of the trees that have fallen to the ground
 d. A wood in autumn foliage in the afternoon

 ii. The poet is faced with a dilemma in these lines. What is it?
 a. He is unsure which road looks more appealing.
 b. He cannot decide which road to take for his journey. 
 c. He is faced with a life choice and tries to arrive at a decision.
 d. He wishes to travel both the roads but can take only one. 

 iii. The word that can replace ‘fair’ in the second stanza is
 a. appealing. b. pretty.
 c. well-travelled. d. smooth.

 iv. The second road was grassy and ‘wanted wear’. This means that 
 a. it was full of grass.
 b. it was full of fallen leaves.
 c. it had been used less by travellers.
 d. it was full of undergrowth.
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 v. What is the rhyme scheme of the given stanzas?
 a. aabab; ccdcd b. abaab; cdccd
 c. ababb; cdcdd d. abbab; cddcd

Or

 [B] It takes much time to kill a tree, 
  Not a simple jab of the knife 
  Will do it. It has grown 
  Slowly consuming the earth, 
  Rising out of it, feeding 
  Upon its crust, absorbing 
  Years of sunlight, air, water, 
  And out of its leprous hide 
  Sprouting leaves.

 i. The poet says that it takes much time to ‘kill’ a tree. Why do you think he 
uses the word ‘kill’ and not ‘fell’ or ‘cut down’ as is usually used with trees?

 a. The poet wishes to make his language vivid and impactful.
 b. The tree is a living organism. So, the use of ‘kill’ is apt.
 c. The poet wants to highlight the fact that felling a tree is as heinous as 

the act of killing a living being.
 d. The poet uses the word ‘kill’ as a metaphor for felling the tree.

 ii. According to the extract, why is it difficult to kill a tree?
 a. Because it cannot be cut down by the simple jabbing of a knife.
 b. The tree has taken years to grow, taking sustenance from the earth, 

sunlight and air. 
 c. Because it has a leprous hide.
 d. The tree is large and strong.

 iii. The phrase ‘Slowly consuming the earth’ suggests that the tree
 a. has depleted the earth of nutrients by absorbing them.
 b. has taken nutrition from the soil to grow.
 c. has fed on the soil of the earth’s crust.
 d. grows out of the earth slowly. 
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 iv. ‘leprous hide’ means
 a. white, sappy skin.
 b. brown bark.
 c. wounded bark.
 d. dry, scaly bark.

 v. How has the poet described the ‘leprous hide’ in the next stanza?
 a. browned and twisted
 b. curled skin
 c. bleeding bark
 d. withered bark

  GRAMMAR (10 marks)

	 5.	 Choose	the	correct	options	to	fill	in	the	blanks	to	complete	the	note	about	
the	greater	one-horned	rhino.	 (3 × 1)

  The greater one-horned rhino – i – by a single black horn about  
8-25 inches long and a grey-brown hide with folds, which gives it an armour-
plated appearance. The species is solitary, except when adult males or 
rhinos nearing adulthood – ii – at wallows or to graze. Males have loosely 
defined home ranges that are not well defended and often overlap. They 
primarily graze, with a diet – iii – of grasses as well as leaves, branches of 
shrubs and trees, fruit, and aquatic plants.

 i.  a.    is identified
 b. will be identified
 c. shall be identified
 d. was identified

 ii.  a.    are gathering 
 b. gathers
 c. gather
 d. gathered

 iii.  a.    that almost entirely consist 
 b. that consist almost entirely
 c. consisted almost entirely
 d. consisting almost entirely
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	 6.	 Choose	the	correct	options	to	fill	in	the	blanks	to	complete	the	narration	
of the conversation below.	 (3 × 1)

  Teacher: Govind! GOVIND! 
  Govind (opening his eyes): Y-yes, M-ma’am …
  Teacher: You are sleeping in my class! 
  Govind: No, Ma’am … er … yes, Ma’am … but really it is not my fault!
  Teacher: Really? How so?
  Govind: Your voice is so sweet … like a lullaby … it lulled me to sleep.
  Teacher: Oh! Then why are the others not sleeping?
  Govind: I am sure they aren’t listening to you, Ma’am.

  The teacher saw Govind sleeping in her class. When she confronted him, 
he admitted that he – i – but protested that it was really not his fault. On 
being asked why, he said that her voice was so sweet that it – ii –. The 
teacher asked if that were so, then – iii –. To this, Govind replied cheekily 
that the others were not listening to her! 

 i.  a.    is sleeping
 b. was sleeping
 c. had been sleeping
 d. had slept

 ii.  a.    had lulled him to sleep
 b. lulls him to sleep
 c. lulled him asleep
 d. lulled him to sleep

 iii.   a.    why had the others not sleeping
 b. why were others not sleeping
 c. why were the others not sleeping
 d. why was the others not sleeping

 7. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options for ANY FOUR of the six 
sentences	given	below.		 (4 × 1)

 i.  poor should be given all possible assistance.
 a. A b. The
 c. All d. These
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 ii. Neither Amala nor Kamala  trained for the job.
 a. seem  b. are seeming
 c. seems d. were seeming

 iii. The jar is on the top shelf. I  reach it.
 a. mustn’t b. shan’t
 c. won’t d. can’t

 iv. My pets  when I .
 a. will miss me, am gone b. will be missing, go
 c. missed me; was gone d. miss me, went

 v. I  a vacation in the hills every summer.
 a. take b. took
 c. will take d. All of the above

 vi. I have  doubts. Who  I ask?
 a. a little, should b. some, could
 c. a few, should d. many, must

  Part B 
  WRITING	 (2 × 5	=	10	marks)

 8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following in 100–120 words.  (5 marks)

 [A] Your Maths teacher, Mr Ramakant Mishra, is retiring soon. He has been 
a strict teacher but one who has instilled in the students a love for the 
subject. His methods of teaching were unusual, often quirky, which made 
his classes so enjoyable. Write a paragraph describing him.

Or

 [B] Recently, you arranged a picnic for your grandparents and their friends. 
Write a diary entry describing the experience. Take hints from the following: 

 • What gave you the idea to do it 
 • How did you manage to arrange everything 
 • The reaction of your family and grandparents.
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 9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following in 100–120 words. (5 marks)

 [A] Write a story using the image/illustration as a prompt. Give a suitable title 
to your story.

 Or

 [B] Write a story based on the given outline. Give a suitable title to your story.

  Sukhi lives with old grandmother in village – parents dead – cowshed catches 
fire – middle of the night – Sukhi saves cows and goats – villagers arrive late – 
praise Sukhi for her courage and presence of mind  

  LITERATURE (30 marks)

  10. Answer ANY TWO questions in 20–30 words each, from [A] and [B] 
respectively.	 (2 × 4 = 8)	

 [A] (any two) (2 × 2 = 4)

 i. What opinion do you form of Margie’s mother from your reading of the 
story ‘The Fun They Had’?

 ii. What was strange about Einstein when he was young that set him apart 
from other children?

 iii. How did Montmorency add to the confusion created by George, Harris and 
Jerome’s packing?

 [B] (any two) (2 × 2 = 4)

 i. How was Toto especially troublesome to the women in the family?
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 ii. Why did the child refuse the offer of a balloon, garland and his favourite 
sweet after getting lost in the fair? 

 iii. Briefly write what you think is the theme of the story, ‘The Last Leaf’?

 11. Answer ANY TWO questions in 40–50 words each, from [A] and [B] 
respectively.	 (3 × 4 = 12)

 [A] (any two) (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. How does Maria Sharapova feel about her Russian identity? What does this 

tell you about her? 
 ii. The poem ‘No Men Are Foreign’ underscores the universality of human 

condition. Discuss.  
 iii. What message does the poet try to give us through the poem ‘The Snake 

Trying’?

 [B] (any two) (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. In ‘The House Is Not A Home’, the boy’s new school becomes a second 

home for him. How did this change come about?
 ii. Write how Prashant’s relief efforts show particular sensitivity towards the 

women and children in the camp.
 iii. The King epitomises foolishness in the kingdom of fools. Discuss.  

	12.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	of	the	following	in	100–120	words.		 (5 × 1)

 [A] In the play If I Were You, circumstances play a big role in helping Gerrard 
outsmart the intruder. Give reasons for your answer.

Or

 [B] Kezia’s sensitivity not only made her terribly scared of her father, it also 
helped her to finally understand him. Elaborate.

	13.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	of	the	following	in	100–120	words.		 (5 × 1)

 [A] The leaden heart of the Happy Prince and the dead swallow are brought 
to Heaven by God’s Angel as the two most precious things from the city. 
Imagine you are the Angel. God asks you why you have brought such 
seemingly ordinary things as the most precious objects. Defend your choice 
before God.

Or

 [B] Actions speak louder than words. How do the events of the story ‘The 
Beggar’ prove the truth of this statement?
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